MAUREEN TURNER

Born: NORWOOD FARM, SKIDBY (known 33 *Turners Hill")
29" July 1929

Moved: When haby to COTTINGHAM GRANGE

Father! LEONARD TURNER
Market Gardener

Family lived at Grange L.odge until my Grandma Turner died, then moved Into the Gardeners
Cottage 10 look afler Grandfather.

The Lodge was let to a family called Quest. When they left my Grandfather decided to move
there, and eventually marrled a Kate Hodgson of Cottingham, and her father, Jim, moved In

with them,

My father took over all the garden with the help of his father and a man called Tommy
Robinson. His father gave up work eventually and I think he used to do odd jobs at woodhill
Farm, which was run hy hig sister, Emma Turner. 1 belleve he liked working with horses.

Mother: ELSIE (nee WILSON)

Mother used to help In the gardens. She used to live at Rudston, and played with Winifred
Holthy, the writer. she came to Cottingham with Mrs. Holtby as a mald, and worked there

untll her marriage.

[ can remember when Cottingham Grange was still there, It was a beautiful house with a

large orangeory hullt on the side. There werc 7 lions at the front, one on each side of the
door, my friends and 1 had great fun sitting on them. There was, what must have been used

as the front garden in front of It, and there were <till a number of fuschia bushes growing

there, plus a pond shaped like a dragon fly which was populated by newts and snails. There
was a summer House halfway down near the park Lane end of what was called the Planting.

Also a life size statuc which looked like Venus, it has the arms broken off above the elbow
and a dog leaping up the right side. 1 don’t know what happened to these.

To approach the house there were 2 drives — the front one had fancy gate posts, and the one
which led to the back also gave access to a paddock which led to the Lodge and gardens.

The rest of the area was woodland which led from an entrance at Park Lane right through o
Marland Rise, with a path leading off to the Garden Cottage and orchard.

when my dad showed us "the big house” (I think I would be about 8 years) the only
inhabitants werc a family of wild cats which immediately let us know they were there by
ccratching and spitting. When we negotlated around them, 1 saw a room which could have
hecn a ballroom, papered all the way round, even the door, which you had a job to find if
comeone closed It 1f you <tood at the hottom of the stalrs and looked up, you could see the
top floor celling which was painted like a blue sky with clouds. That Is all I can remember

ahout the Inslde.

At the hack there was a hig yard with a pump room bulit In the middle, there was water
tower among the trees and every few weeks 2 men used to turn the pump on to make
electricity for the Lodge and the gardens. If the pump falled we had to use candles for

lighting and oll lamps.



Unfortunatety, “The Grange” was 50k 10 3 Duscer o el 1 dom before e 200 e
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The tvio stone lions from the front were ok to the onmexs of 2 hose O Hariand ‘Way 2r
erected on their drive. 1 don't know theey are Sl there.
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We eventually had gas put in the CoA1202, bk o et & ey G 200 Urcle Yo #ison (mxm
brother) had to dig a trench froxr Harland Pree, through e s st (A, IEETWEE
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we went to Hallgate Cottingham S,

In September, 1939 sren 1 wzs 10 years, e #iel SEED. My father wes e € DiC oy
arow 25%: Arsprers, the rest DEnG nured over for GroNT e BES. F fﬂ*: of Te AKX
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campexd In the woods and «halkpits o anywheie they Hionght was safe. el was asked f g
man coulid put his caravan on whal was lafl of the pacdideor b Wes aridesd vgy viith atwpst 54
caravans on, 1hey wenes tned al night miostly, Dad hadd 1o have water laled ops for Yhen

We had 10 people sleaping on the living room oo one night, (Me ¢ olletta’s Tarnily vibi Ve
dadl). 1 can remember sitting on the ool of the potting shesed daring daytiime vinte hitvy (dares
having Yoy fights' ovenr e anfleld Aeiodvonme. IF the shens soundesd after Yea we didn hayye
to get to school until 1. o'clock the nexd day. Ones pight wes were all kegp aviabe by the gy
barking, we leaiedd the next moming thal ane Arlel Torpeddo had banded fnen field ban hadn’
explodend, Men werer nent up from Fondon ta deal with I8, 1V was surimisedd that all the {aeh

greenhouses on Park Lane could have looked lkes water from alrve,

The Grange Gardens Cottage was hadly shaken when a landmine ezploded in s flebd,

I think it was two small fields away at Park Fane end, leaving o crater whilch vl have turdd
a pair of semi detached houses and a lot of little dead songbiveds, 14 vne amazing Yhe crovieds
of sightseers who tured up 1o look at this holes in the groundt Allthe waindoves in Crange
Gardens were blown out, and there weae aver four himdred panes of glass broksn in the |
greenhouses, As it was oun living, the greenhousens were mended first with glast of every kind
~ some tancy - some frosted, Indead, any 5ot that could be found was used bo pateh them

up.

As for the cottage, an uncle was able to make some screens to cover the windows and they
stayed like that untll the war ended.

For part of the war we had refugees from Guernsey living with us, They slept in the Lodge
and ate and worked In the Garden Coltage. The two daughters went to «chool. T am still in
touch with one of the daughters.

Another family who took over the front room of the Cottage were Mr, & Mrs, Blackith, who
had a shop on Beverley Road In Hull. Thelr son was a prisoner of war, one daughtssr was In
the Alrforce, and the older daughter 1 belleve helped her parents,

My father and Uncle Kitch were In the Home guard, but dad fractured his femur and he was
demobbed, Uncle Kitchener Wilson stayed on as one of "The Secret Army’,

I joined the dance class run by Barbara Fewson, and we used to have Reviews, for varlous
charities. 1 remember a concert for ‘Warship Wecek' when Doctor Sissons kindly allowed us to
use one of his rooms to rchearse In, The danclng was outside on the lawn. Some of the other

dancers were Vera Buttery, Mary Brockleshy, Barbara Hildreth, Pamela Stevens ~ 1 cannot
remember any more. I am still In touch with Vera who Is the daughter of the late Mr. Buttery,

Stonemason.

I don't know how, but I have always been able to play the plano. Perhaps it was a legacy
from living miles from the village at the Grange Gardens and having to amuse myself.

I remember being asked when I was about 14 to go and play for dancing at the Sergeant’s
Mess in Cottingham. (Dad was asked first). It became a regular thing. I also played for the

RAOB who met upstairs in the 'King Billy’ sometimes.

Mrs. Fewson (Barbara’s mother) gave me singing lessons so I used to sing during dancing
concerts, and I was often asked to sing In various churches. Alas, my volce has gone now,

I guess it's old age!

When I was 16 I was presented with a sister, Susan Margaret. She eventually went to the
school which Is now standing where the Grange was.

I'was married when I was 20 years old and a year or 2 later dad was

given a year’s notice to
leave the Grange, as the Council wanted the land to build a School. This, as ygu can imagine
Caused a lot of heartache. Mother wanted a 3 bedroomed house, and as there were none ’
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avallable they opted (o live on the Camp up Priory Hond, vhih ‘hf:d (e VAL I Arss) -
displaced persons. Fventunlly, after a few yeart, mother (i her Wik anvd 1eak wikes B (el
house: on Southwood Road,

My sister Joined the Alrforce, and now lives In Australia, but comes back over ) Ervyland
aboul 3 times a year,

My husband was moved up to Newcastle by his firm about 40 year’, 24, Urlfmuﬁaff:f/, ree
died In 1999, not long after we celebrated out Golden Wedding Anniversary . I ovrr Wwve o the
side of the River Tyne In a new flat, and I am pretty well wttlerd,

The last time we were at Cottingham we went to Leslie and Josephine Hardeiek”, (O e
Wedding celebrations. Yes! The Hardwicks, are cousing a few time resivserd, Attvasgh [ oot
know them, but my sister, Susan, went, to school with one of thern. | war, a nideanaud 2t
Leslie’s wedding when 1 was 3 years old. My father’s mother was a Hardvicy.



