BY CHRIS MILLS

HE. may have filled your car up
and wiped your windscreen but
garage owner Roy Ferguson was
Exoter's last and top secret de-

fence against
Hitler.

"o His customers, he was just the

-ynassuming Polsloe Bridge garage
cwner: in his mid-30s,. whose less
thah perfect eyesight had prevented
Jhim " from. volunteering for -the
. But in fact, and as his family only

léarned decades later, Roy was a.-

imember of Chirrchill's Secret Army,
-4 gelect band ready to spring info

| ruthless action against the Nazi

invader-

" Ag well as serving in the .mosa,,
Cuard, Roy was secretly recruited -
by his local GP for the city's own

shadowy Awxiliary Unit. .
Tormed. . 1940,

an invasion by’

I's shadowy Auxiliary Unit, and et am@awé%%_

as probably: precisely the

et person they were look-

, recognitio .

Roy, who ran the
filling station vmtil 1965, eventually

- died in 1986, - L _
" Before his_death he did tell his
children a little about his real war-

S

fime role. , . .
Daughter . Vivienne' Fitzgerald,
who now lives in Pinhoe, explained:
“He told me'very little about it and1
hink my mother knew almo stnoth-

- ing. at the time on the basis that.

knowing more ioﬁn have put us-in

_more ganger.

"«I.can actually see him doing this .

. sort of thing. He was a very quiet,

person but he thought 2 lot of his

- country and his family,

was never gung-ho ahout it,

fcBs as an engineer n the navy
eyesight - wasn't -good
enough. , .

“So hé continued at the filling

“station, which was a .ummmimn oc-
- cupation, and sarved in the Home

Guard. - - L ,
“YVears later, iike every child I

" asked “What did daddy do in the

war? And I remember my mother
id, ‘Oh, he was only in the Home

. Guard’.’ o
“it's lucky for us the Germans -

didn’t invade as we wotldd probably

| not have been here today.” - _
.. In Occupied Furope and. Russia,

German forces treated such -guer-

" pilla units brutally, torturing those
© captured alive, killing their families

mﬁ@._‘ohﬁﬁ._mﬁ. ting a percentage of

the local popula-

'these trained guer:

crilta umits- had
their ~ own _arms

Hﬂ ans -

¢oltmns,.

Adof pos
poned the in-
vasion- “plan,

tion ag a grim
warning. .
.1t appears Roy
was recruited by
‘his GB, Dr Paget,
of Spicer Road,
becauise his job
-as. a filling sta-

lowed Him to
gpesk to-a huge .
number - of
people without
arpusing -any
csuspiclon.
"’ His job as
courier was fo
~help supply 2 -

e $ally ﬁwﬁmp.wo go intothe |

tion . mAanager .\
would have al--|-

fighting patrol .

of men living rough with a’

‘combination of arms, fuel and
_ information. .

Their hiding place'and cache
.would haye been built in 1940
and possibly designated as.
an emergency  food .
store. ' )

Similar units were in

e across the re
gion,” including in
Mid Devon, where a
cache was. dis-

covered buried be-

neathh a hilt near

Thorverton in the

1980s. ,

~ Roy's son Neil
who lives in War:
wickshire, added:

- “He only told ine

about 20 years ago
long after the war
had fini

came up.

It ay g&mdmmww

sion ttem oni the units
and ] believeit's entirvely. -
possible our mother may

prompted by ‘a televi: #

-have never known.

“He obviously was tak:
ing 4 risk though I doub

- whether he or the others 3

wepe aware of the atrocities

+that happened in Occopied |
_ mﬁ%m.mﬁm what could con-
2 ceivably

have - happened to
T« don’t know what wortld

‘have happened- and whether
Te was prepared to die if th
~'Germans had invaded.’

centre, to courier supplies o fighters in readiness for

vasion by Hitler

MONDAY APRIL4 2005 EXPRESS & ECHO




