Exercise Talbot

Group Leader Ken Maryan Green kept a series of documents relating to this 1943
Exercise which give insights into how the Special Duties Network operated and would
have operated in the event of a German attack.

The Exercise ran from 2pm on Saturday 11 Dec until 8am on Monday 13 Dec. It involved
four different named networks, Ormskirk, Bowland, Cheviot and Blidworth. The diary of
Royal Signals Sergeant Alf Ellis has mention of Cheviot in relation to two Suffolk sites. Two
sources had given Bowland as the name for the Norfolk network. Assuming a north to
south listing, this meant that the codename for Lincolnshire was Ormskirk, with Blidworth
for Essex. These identifications are further confirmed by the fictional invasion sites listed in
the Opening Narrative document, with these stretching from the Wash to South Essex.
Oddly there were also documents in Ken Maryan Green’s collection relating to Chiswell
and in particular Chiswell Il (or 3) transmitting to Chiswell, suggesting this was the name
of the Network in use.

All messages were to be transmitted in cipher, that is converted into code first. The
Instations were to operate signal watches with personnel on duty continuously from
midday to midnight. After this they would only be available to receive messages for 10
minutes from every hour or half hour.

The information about the stand down message for the exercise also confirms that
Instations were able to communicate to Outstations and they in turn to the Suboutstations.

The documents should of course have been destroyed according to these instructions.
Thank goodness they were not.

The officer’s signature is that of Major PRA Forbes, the commanding officer of Special
Duties at Coleshill House.

The Opening Narrative indicates that by this stage there was no expectation of a true
German invasion. Instead the networks were preparing for a possible large scale raid,
intended to disrupt the invasion preparations of the allied nations.
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QOBJECT
1. [a) To test all 3.0, parsnﬁnal in their enti-raid role.

{b) To tesat S.D. Communicationa.

DUH&TIUH ,
B Ex commences 1400 hrs 11 Dec end closes U800 hrs 13 Dec.

I Stes will however clear all messages, irrespective of the
olosing time gf'“the ex, ™
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3. Ex "TALBOT® involves the following stagse ::.

(a) IM Stes# ORMSKIRK
BOWLAND
- CEEVIOT
ELIDWORTH
working as they would during en invasion of the

ERITISH ISLES,

{b) ALl OUT and Sub-OUT Stas dependent on the IN S1as
listed above.

4, " A0TION STATIONS" will be prosumod to have been glven
during the night 10-11 Dec,

MESSAGES

G, (a). Groups aroc rosponsible for originating thoir own messagod,
based on the Opening Nerrative and Speclal Idce in
Seriels 2 and 3.

{b} Thoro is no limit to thoe number of mossogos that may bes

pesacd, but sach QUT Ste should pass at lezat 15 messegos,
and cech Sub-QUT at least B, during the ex.

CIPHER
E. 211 moassges will be sent in eipher.

SIGNAL WATCHES

7% For the durstion of the ex, IN Stcs will mainteln watches
s undor:-

(=) Continuous woteh from mid-doy to midnight.

(b} l0-minute watch at ovary hour cnd helf hour from
midnight to mid-decy.

Stcs/




Serdial 1 °
cont.

Stps may tronsmit ot will ot cny time during the signsl
watches. :

8. If for any remson it should become necesscry to =top

q the ex before tho time given for the clesing down, tho code

words "TALBOT FINIS® will be sent by IN 3toe to £ll OUT Stas,
who will repect the messcge to Sub-0UT Stcs.

SECURITY
‘g, (2) All ox messapges will commonce Hitﬁhthﬁ:ﬂﬂﬂc word “"TALBOT".
{b} Lll'copiua of this ox will be desatroyed by fire after the

¢x, . cnd o certificate to this affaoet rondered to this
office by 22 Doc 44,

19 Nov 43 Mej G.B, .
¢/o G,P.0. HIGHWORTH 1.Q. Auxiliory' Units.

Nr. Swindon (Wilts).
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Sorial 2.

OPENING NARRATIVE

During the month of Wov, the greuplng of the Socond Tront

forces wns toking plocc on the EAST wnd S.I, coasts of ENCGLAND.

Supplies and meterisl of =11 acrts wors belng concentratsd
noar the porta, wherc & considarablc movomenti of bargs troffic
end landing creft for men end tenks waa in progrosa.

" The onomy had bocome awere of our prupgrntiena, g8 War
ovidont from e vary consider:ble inerecse in his eireraft
rastd. i

Towsrds the end of Nov, minor air-reidsc had tokoen pleoce
on ports on tha BiST gnd SOUTH coasts, snd hit-ond-run attachks
by E-boatas on borge concontrstiona wors cupericnced at soveral
points. : :

'Sy tho beginning of-Dee, indiestions werc recoived of
preperations by the onomy for lounching & soo ond eir-bornc
told sgolnst our coaosta, with the objocts of:-

{=} Doleying ocur properctiona.

(b) Goining informotion ecnd identifying formetions.

G.4.0. «pprociated that, owing to ths conaidorable
strongth of our forega on tho 5.E. coast, Taids woro mora

1ikely to be cxpooted sgeinst our compeorctively light foreca
goncantrntod on the EAST cocst.
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During the night 10/11 Doe, Reoid "ACTION STLTIONS" worc
ordarcd by G.H.7., following lendinge whieh hed boon offoctcd
by tho cnomy oo uwnder:-

(n) S3co-borna

(i) ¥ELLS-next-tho-SEL G 3862,
{11) Butween CLEY-next-the-3EA G 5163, cnd
CROMZR G 56860,
{1ii) Between H.PPFISBURC G 5549, ond HORSTY ¢ 9341
(iv) GRELT Y.RMOUTH G 92.
{v) Bogches SOUM <f LOESTOFT G 21. g
{vi) SOUTHWCLD M 2694
(vil) Bntg;in THORPENESS M 9378, cond LLDEBURGH
Mo 3
{viii) Batween R, ORZ M 86, ~nd R. ORWELL. M 75.
(ix) FELIXSTOVWE M 78653.
(x) Botwcen R, ORVELL M 75 ond R, STOUR M G5
(x1) HARWICH M &880
(xii} CLACTON-on-3EL M 6333
(xiii) DINGIE FLATS M 42
(xiv) SOUTHLND-on-SE. M 3304.

(b) idr-borno/
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