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From:- Colonel F.W.R. Douglas

To:- The Members of Auxiliary Units - Operational Branch

The War Office has ordered that the Operational side of Auxiliary Units
shall stand down! This is due to the greatly improved War situation and
the strategic requirements of the moment.

[ realise what joining Auxiliary Units has meant to you so do the
Officers under my command. You were invited to do a job which
would require more skill and coolness, more hard work and greater
danger, than was demanded of any other voluntary organisation. In the
event of “Action Stations” being ordered you knew well the kind of life
you were in for. But that was in order; you were picked men; and
others, including myself, knew that you would continue to fight
whatever the conditions, with, or if necessary without, orders.

It now falls to me to tell you that your work has been appreciated and
well carried out, and that your contract, for the moment, is at an end. |
am grateful to you for the way you have trained in the last four years.
So is the Regular Army. It was due to you that more divisions left this
country to fight the battle of France; and it was due to your reputation
for skill and determination that extra risk was taken - successfully as it
turned out - in the defence arrangements of this country during that vital
period. I congratulate you on this reputation and thank you for this
voluntary effort.

In view of the fact that your lives depended on secrecy no public
recognition will be possible, but those in the most responsible positions
at General Headquarters, Home Forces, know what was done; and what
would have been done, had you been called upon. They know it well,
as is emphasised in the attached letter from the Commander-in-Chief. It

Back in 1984 after i had been pestering DENNIS to tell me more about will ot be forgotten.
Churchill Secret Army Dennis said i know you do not believe me so he said come on
we will go to Bewholme and find the underground bunker my Photographs ey

tell you the rest. % g(?wm”, Clo G.P.0. HIGHWORTH, Colonel,

Nr. Swindon (Wilts). Commander,
Auxiliary Units
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