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Former querrilla fighter urges others to tell their stories

WAR SECRETS
MUST NOT DIE

WITH US

A MEMBER of East York-
shire’s guerrilla army dur-
ing the Second World War is
urging others to reveal their
secrets before it is too
late.

Soldiers in East Yorkshire's
Auxiliary Units were given
orders to assassinate senior
community figures to protect
Britain’s infrastructure or kill
German soldiers if the coun-
try was ever invaded.

However, they were made to
sign the Official Secret Acts,
forbidding them to talk, even
to their closest relatives.

Now, researchers have dis-
covered a network of under-
ground bunkers used by the
units including secret hide-

InShort

A secret army of guerrilla
fighters were based in East
Yorkshire during the Second
World War. They are being
encouraged to speak out.

by Emma Wright
..L.L‘ ht@maiine

aways close to the villages of
Rise, Middleton On The Wolds
and Cottingham.

And as the Mail is granted
exclusive access to one of the
few remaining bunkers, the
guerrilla fighters are being
urged not to take their secrets
to their graves

Hornsea farmer Claude Var-

rsmedia.co.uk |

ley, now 88, was a member of
the Bewholme Unit and was
trained to kill with his bare
hands.

He said: “We're all in our
80s and 90s now - if we die
without saying anything,
the secret dies with us.

“People should be taught

about this and made aware f

of what happened.

“When I signed the Official
Secrets Act, there was sweat
coming off my forehead - they
were holding a gun to me, mak-
ing me swear I wouldn't say
anything.

“I think that is why some
people have never spoken
event though the Act only las-

® Continued on page 2

Rare look inside guerrilla army’s hidden underground bunker pages 8-9
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‘Secrets of guerrilla army must not die with us’

® Continued from page 1

ted 50 years. But it is important they
do speak, so people know.”

The Auxiliary Units hid out in
underground bunkers and were pre-
pared to sneak out and silently kill
Germans.

If they were caught, they were
prepared to kill themselves and had
a list of people to shoot dead when an
invasion was announced.

School teachers, police officers,
game Kkeepers and the home guard
commanders were on their hit list to
prevent the senior community fig-
uresrevealing any vital information
to help the Germans.

Mr Varley said: “Should the Ger-
mans have invaded, we had a list of
ten people we had to Kill straight
away so they wouldn’t go blabbing —
including the school teacher, the
local bobby, a game keeper and the
home guard commander.

“If it had come down to it, I would
have done it.

“It would have been important to
my country.”

The East Coast was a serious risk
of invasion throughout the Second
World War and bunkers were built

all over the East Yorkshire coun-
tryside to conceal members of the
Auxiliary Unit.

The plan was that once the Ger-
mans invaded, the soldiers, who had
fled to their secret hiding places in
fields and woods, would crawl out of
the bunkers to massacre the enemy,
one by one, if necessary.

Three confirmed units based in
Walkington, Bewholme and Ald-
brough have been traced.

But it is thought there were 34
units and bunkers in East Yorkshire
in total.

Claude Varley was one of 3,500 men
trained at Coleshill House, near
Highworth, Wiltshire, in guerrilla
warfare including assassination,
unarmed combat, demolition and
sabotage.

Mr Varley, who still lives in
Hornsea, said: “I was from a farm-
ing family, so I was a good worker,
used to the outdoors and I knew the
lay of the land.

“I wasn’t someone who fussed and
I knew that if I had to kill a man, I
could have done it and gone home
fine.

“People said what we did was

dangerous work, but I always just
had the attitude of ‘get stuck in and
stop moaning’.”

He remembers his training at Cole-
shill and the instructions they
received from senior command.

“I was given a rifle and a revolver
and a tommy gun, but I hated the
tommy - it was rubbish.

“We were also trained in unarmed
combat.

“We were trained to Kill, there
were no two ways about it.

“The rifles could kill at a six-mile
range. We were given all the best
weapons and guns.

“I knew in my head how I would
attack — I planned to go round the
side and get them in the back.”

Mr Varley was a member of the
Bewholme Patrol - one of three con-
firmed patrols in the East Yorkshire
area.

An estimated 214 men from East
Yorkshire worked in the Auxiliary
Units, with ages ranging from 16 to
54

But Mr Varley was 18 when he was
recruited into his unit.

He said: “I wasn't scared or
frightened. I am not a panicky

person. I think even at that age, I
didn’t have a fear.

“The most important thing to me
was to protect my country.

“I wouldn’'t have been captured,
they wouldn’t have got me. But if
they did, I was prepared to shoot
myself.

“They didn’t expect we’d last long
anyway — we were only given two
weeks’ worth of rations.”

Despite the soldiers remaining at
home instead of fighting overseas,
and the bunkers being relatively
close to villages, little was known of
the work of the Auxiliary Units.

“I couldn’t tell my parents, even
though I was in the Bewholme Unit
with two of my brothers.

“I think my father Kknew
something, but he never said any-
thing. You didn’t, because you knew
talking was dangerous in the war.

“If we had been invaded, we were
told to leave our homes without say-
ing goodbye and go to the bunker.

“It would have been hard for my
mother to have three sons disappear
overnight, but we just had to do it.”
® A rare look inside secret under-
ground bunker: pages 8-9



Second World War
stories unearthed

after many years
buried underground

Rare look inside hidden bunker used by secret band of
men trained to fight and kill invading German soldiers

InShort

The Mail was invited down a bunker
near Rise, built durihg the Second
World War and used by units traned
to attack German invaders.

by Emma Wright

‘e.wright@maiinewsmed ia.co.uk

STANDING in a woodland, sur-
rounded by trees, a glimpse round
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age and can only

given some of the best
weapons during the
Second World War, as
the role they would play
was believed to be of

vital mportance.
They were issued
Thompson “tommy”
sub-machie guns,
which were imported to
England from the US.
They were ako given
Brownihg Automatic
Rifles (BARs) and were
the frstpecple to be
ssued with the Piat
anti-tank weapons.
These were a tube,
with a firhg mechanism,
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FIRE POWER: Some of
the weapons a team
would have had.

These could reach
about 750 yards, but in
reality their effective
rangewas more like 100
yards.

SECRET SOLDIERS: Spetisbury Auxiliary Unit Patrol, Dorset.

ary Research Team

when the Auxiliers were
first established, many
used their own weapons,
- particularly those in the
most rural aras.

Many took shotguns
but some took albng
crossbows - which had
the added advantage of
being relatively quiet.

The resistance men
who received 22rifles
were told they were for
snpihg at German
officers, but those who
survive have told Cart
they were also for use on
British people who might
collaborate with the
enemy and were “loose

red to blow them up al
the war to stop people falling down

vhat we believe is a com
plete list of everyone involved,
rom the National Records - the job

COLESHILL Auxiliary
Research Team (Carf)
researches and

Research team wants to hear from Auxiliers

DVDs and books.
It was setup by Tom
Sykes h June 2009,

documents all aspects after he was informed

of the British
Resistance movement
in the Second World
War.

It is a non-profit
organisation that
receives no financial
support from
businesses.

about Coleshill and its
wartime invovement.
He set up www.coles
hillhouse.com to
collate the information.
Since its launch
three years ago, the
website has received
more than 50,000

Itis run by volunteers visitors.

and funded by
donations and sales of

Researchers who
f help Cart are based all

he knew the land
e seen where

over the country.

They bring in
nformation about their
region and interview
survivors about the
units.

Cart woul like to
hear from Auxiliers still
alive today and
encourages them to
speak about their
experiences.

E-mail Andy Gwynne
at cartyorkshire@
gmail.com or call 0872
0459940,

HIDDEN HISTORY: Left,
Mall reporter Emma
Wright explores the
Second World War bunker
located in woods just
outside the village of Rise
near Hornsea.Top,
Coleshill Auxiliary
research team county
information officer Andy
Gwynneat the entrance to
the bunker. Above, the
remains of the bunkbeds
inside the bunker. Picture:
Peter Harbour. Prints of
these pictures can be
ordered from www.thisis
photosales.co.uk/hulland
eastriding or by calling
08444 060910

BUNKER LIFE: Coleshill Auxiliary Research Team
re-enact a scene inside an operational base.
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